
For the final, we’re reading two speeches, one for U.S. imperialism and one against it. You want 

to know the basic reasons for both sides and want to be able to show how both are rhetorical. 

 

 

Practice Activities to Help Prepare for the Final:  

 

 

Directions for Part 1:  One of our readings for the final explains the historical context for 

Beveridge’s speech. Look at the six paragraphs that outline the Spanish-American War. Create 

six bullet points, summing up each paragraph in about one detailed sentence. 

 

 

Directions for Part 2:  Look at the section that discusses the impulses behind American 

imperialism. Create three bullet points, summing up each impulse in about one detailed sentence. 

 

 

Directions for Part 3:  Look carefully at the passage below. Both passages put the project of 

imperialism in a positive light, despite the fact that many, such as Moorfield Storey, might find it 

deplorable. What we’re especially interested in is how Beveridge chooses his words carefully to 

gain support from his audience. Study the passages and respond to these questions:  

 

1. Sum up what each passage says. 

 

2. Explain how the way it chooses to make its point is effective. For example, what 

specific word choices or rhetorical strategies might have a persuasive impact on the 

audience?  

 

 

Beveridge #1:   And the burning question of this campaign is, whether the American people will 

accept the gifts of events; whether they will rise as lifts their soaring destiny; whether they will 

proceed upon the lines of national development surveyed by the statesmen of our past; or whether for 

the first American people doubt their mission, question fate, prove apostate to the spirit of their race, 

and halt the ceaseless march of free institutions.   

 

 

 

 

 

Beveridge #2:   Will you say by your vote that American ability to govern has decayed; that a 

century’s experience in self-rule has failed of a result? Will you affirm by your vote that you are an 

infidel to American power and practical sense? Or will you say that ours is the blood of government; 

ours the heart of dominion; ours the brain and genius of administration? Will you remember that we 

do but what our fathers did--we but pitch the tents of liberty farther westward, farther southward--we 

only continue the march of the flag? 
 

 

 



Continued: Practice Activity for the Final—Part Four—Moorfield Storey 

 

First, what is Storey saying in each passage? Second, what key word choices and/or phrases in 

the passage encourage his audience to see imperialism in a negative light and not want to 

support it.  Finally, in what way(s) is the passage rhetorical? 

 

 

 

Storey #1:   War is the worst of human calamities. It rarely reaches the guilty, whose acts have 

brought it on. It never fails to destroy the innocent and to overwhelm with undeserved misfortune 

men, women and children in no way responsible for the evils which it is ostensibly waged to 

cure. In the language of our own great general, "War is hell." As Sidney Smith said, "In war God 

is forgotten." Why is it that of a sudden we stand face to face with so frightful a disaster as a war 

with Spain, involving not merely fearful loss of life and destruction of property, but the 

disturbance of orderly government, the demoralization of the people, the kindling of national 

hatred, the widespread corruption, in a word the return to barbarous standards which war brings 

in its train? Why must the United States turn back the tide of civilization? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storey #2:    There are many influences which make for war. Some represented in high Federal 

office think that war will improve business and increase the gains of the rich. I cannot refrain 

from quoting the reply which was made to one of these last week by a Middlesex Yankee of pure 

blood. He was a manufacturer of woolen goods, and a dealer in wool said to him, "We want war. 

Just think how it will raise the price of wool, and how it will send your goods up." "Yes," was 

the answer, "but think how much more the dye stuff will cost. I can't afford to dye my goods in 

American blood. It comes too high." The man who will send others,--husbands, fathers, sons, 

brothers--to die, in order that his gains may be greater, must be counted with the wretches who 

visit the battlefield to plunder the slain. He is beneath the contempt of this Club. In the same 

class belong the politicians who welcome war in order that it may help their party and 

themselves to office, to whom men are counters who may be killed or wounded to keep them in 

place or power. Here also stand the journalists who think only of how they can increase their 

circulation, reckless of how others suffer if only their daily sales are greater. These men we need 

only recognize and pass on. 

 


