
MLA Citation Help with Special Situations: 

 

1.  What do I cite when I have an internet source with no pages?   

Great question! That happens a lot. Most internet sources lack “stable” pages (unless they are pdf 

files), so no pages can be cited. Therefore, those citations simply need less information. In other words, 

sometimes an internet source is perfectly cited even if there are no parentheses at the end of a sentence. 

See the examples below based on an article by Dweck that’s on the Internet with no pages. 

These are correct in-text citations: 

 In “Brainology,” Carol Dweck claims, “Many students believe that intelligence is fixed.” 

 Research shows that “Many students believe that intelligence is fixed” (Dweck). 

 

2.  What do I cite when I want to include a quote from someone who isn’t the same person as the         

     author?  

 

Another great question! This is also a common occurrence, so it helps to know a quick trick that works 

nicely. In these cases, you use a trick that looks like this: (qtd. in _____ ). The part inside the 

parentheses means “quoted in.” For example, if I want to include a quote from Rebecca Cox’s essay 

but the quote is from a student named Colleen, not from Cox herself, then I can let readers know that 

by using the “qtd. in” trick, just like below.  

This is a correct in-text citation: 

 Colleen was so afraid to talk to her professor that it got in the way of her success. For example, 

Collen says, “It got to . . . where [she] did not feel comfortable approaching him about 

anything” (qtd. in Cox).  

By the way, the example above also uses a technique known as square brackets [ ], which allows 

minor alterations to be made (such as changing “I” to “she”) so the quote reads more smoothly. In 

addition, the example below includes an ellipsis (. . .) as well to indicate that words were omitted. 
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