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 Royalists were loyal to the king & celebrated courtly (& 
pastoral/rural) traditions (p. 1365).   

 

 Royalists were also called Cavalier poets. 

 Royalists were also known as the “sons of Ben” [Jonson]. 
 Consider  what’s celebrated in Jonson’s “To Penshurst,” for example. 

 

 Herrick is the best-known Royalist or Cavalier poet. 
 He was a vicar from 1630-47, but was, expelled as a royalist in 1647 when royalty 

was out of power during the Interregnum, the time between kings. 
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Key traits of Cavalier poetry: 

 

 Carpe Diem: “seize the day”—a key message in much Cavalier poetry. 
 

 Herrick’s poems celebrate the “good life” or as he put it “cleanly  
wantonness.”  This includes “the pleasures of food, drink, and song; [and] 
delight in the beauty of surfaces” (p. 1756). See, for example, “Delight in 
Disorder” (p. 1758-1759), a poem fixated on women’s attire. 
 

 “Poems celebrating rural feasts and festivals, ceremonial social occasions, 
and rituals of good fellowship reinforce the conservative values of social 
stability, tradition, and order threatened by the Puritans” (p. 1756).  
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 Royalists vs. Puritans 

 

 Cavalier poems were “at the center of the culture wars between Royalists 
and Puritans” (p. 1756). 

 

 Puritans pushed for “reformation in doctrine, ritual, and church 
government, urging the elimination of ‘popish’ elements from worship 
services and ‘idolatrous’ religious images from churches” (p. 1345). 

 

 During the Civil War, Puritan armies went through towns in a “crusade to 
stamp out idolatry in English churches, smashing religious images and 
stained glass windows and lopping off the heads of statues as an earlier 
generation had done at the time of the English Reformation. Their ravages 
are still visible in English churches and cathedrals” (p. 1362).  
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 Andrew Marvell and John Milton were not royalists;  

     --they were revolutionists.  

 

 In 1657, Marvell “joined the blind Milton, at Milton’s request, in the post of 
Latin secretary to Cromwell’s Council of State” (p. 1790).  Marvell was not a 
Puritan; he had an “abiding belief in religious toleration” (p. 1790), and “He 
helped his friend Milton avoid execution for his revolutionary polemics and 
helped negotiate Milton’s release from a brief imprisonment” (p. 1790).  

 

 Milton was an “unusual” (p. 1367) Puritan, who argued against censorship 
in Aeropagitica. Milton valued freedom of choice (including the right to 
divorce), but as a Puritan his tolerance only went so far—he viewed 
Catholics as “beyond the pale” (p. 1362).  

 

 

 


