
 

ENGL 100                                    In-Class Essay:  Study Questions and Goals       

 

 
Here are some study questions to help you prepare for the in-class essay prompt. 
 

 How would you explain the “mask” idea in The Mask You Live In? What is the “mask”? 

 What are some reasons people might put on that mask? 

 What are some of the negative consequences that wearing the mask could bring?  

 If there are problems associated with the concept of masculinity in today’s society, what are 
some things we can do to make the future better? 

 
 

 

 Double space (skip every other line). If you forget, just move on and start doing it. 

 Write on one or both sides of a page—either is fine if the ink doesn’t bleed too much. 

 Please write legibly; credit can’t be given to words that aren’t legible. 
 
 

General Objectives:  
 

 Signal your key points clearly by making your thesis statement (in your introduction) and your 
topic sentence claims easy to find.  
 

 Make your essay engaging. Take advantage of places where engaging your readers matters 
most: the opening and the conclusion. Create interest in the topic and leave readers feeling like 
it matters to them. Also, strive to give added strength to your support by using specific, 
memorable details. 
 

 Support your essay with developed body paragraphs. Include a minimum of two quotes and 
two statistics (using and citing both of our sources) and demonstrate thoughtful attention to 
their arguments by identifying their main points and elaborating upon their significance.  
 

 Organize your essay by creating clear topic sentences, unified paragraphs, and smooth 
transitions. Avoid dropped quotes; weave them in smoothly, clearly, and accurately. 
 

 Establish credibility by presenting an academic-looking essay. Maintain a respectful tone, quote 
and cite according to MLA format*, and save a little time to proofread your essay. 

 
*PLEASE NOTE THESE EXCEPTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS FOR THE IN-CLASS ESSAY: 

 

 You do not need a title. (Good titles take time, and we need to save time for the essay here.) 

 You do not need MLA page-one headings; just put your name on the cover of your green book. 

 You do not need a works cited page, but you do need to cite pages in parentheses. 

 Please put your own page numbers on the top corners of your own pages. 


