
ENGL 50: ESSAY 5 LITERARY EXAMPLES OF PERSONAL GROWTH:  LOVE AND SACRIFICE  

 

 
 

 

Assignment:  Based on what you’ve read of Cristina Henríquez’s The 
Book of Unknown Americans (up to page 175), write a four-page essay in 
response to this question: “What is the novel’s message about love?” 
 
To answer that question, you are encouraged to go beyond the surface 
of the novel (which might appear to be a tale of teenage romance) and 
to give more focus to the real heart of the story, which is embodied by 
Alma--the mother of Maribel, the wife of Arturo, and the center of a 
saga about taking risks and hoping to find a better future in America.  
 

 

 

MORE DETAILS:  

 It’s worth keeping in mind that there are many kinds of love. The idea of such variety can 
especially be seen by praise from The Washington Post when it says Henríquez’s book is a 
beautiful tribute “to love in general: to the love between a man and wife, parent and child, 
outsider and newcomer, pilgrims and the promised land.” 
 

 The quotation above, then, helps to convey the idea that Alma embodies love in various 
forms—she is a wife, a parent, and a newcomer facing struggles but armed with dreams. 
 

 In other words, love is more than romance. Love is more than hugs and kisses, and flowers 
and chocolates. To give depth to your thoughts about the book’s message about love, it 
may help to point out the definition of the word sacrifice: “an act of giving up something 
valued for the sake of something else regarded as more important or worthy.” 
 

 In your essay, then, you are being encouraged to make an argument. Argue that the book is 
not just a typical teenage love story. It’s more than that. It’s something deeper than that. 
Focusing on Alma (whose name means soul, nourishing, and kind) helps to get that across.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL WRITING OBJECTIVES:  

 Maintain a clear focus by using good organization strategies. This means signaling key 

points clearly by presenting your thesis and topic sentences effectively. It also means 

having unified paragraphs that stay centered on one main idea.  

 Use effective transitions to enhance the organization of your essay as it moves from one 

idea to another. For tips on transitions, see pages 34-40 in Real Skills Interactive (RSI). 

 Support your main points with developed body paragraphs. Include strong examples and 

select relevant details. Give strength to support by including a minimum of three quotes 

from the novel. Strategies on how to quote and cite accurately will be discussed in class.     

 Make your presentation engaging. Take advantage especially of the spots where engaging 
your readers matters the most: the title, the opening, and the conclusion. Create interest in 
the topic and leave readers feeling like the topic matters to them. 
 

 Establish credibility by presenting academic-looking work. Make sure the type font, spacing, 
and margins are in MLA format, and be sure to carefully proofread your essay. In addition, 
be sure to include a works cited page at the end of your essay. How to do so will be 
explained in class. 

 
Avoid Plagiarism—don’t let another source speak for you and rob you of a chance to express 

yourself; if you use outside sources, give them credit; acknowledge, quote, and cite them 

whenever necessary. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grading Criteria: Papers will be evaluated upon the effectiveness and clarity with which they 

address the assignment and meet its objectives. See the assignment’s grading rubric for more 

specific details. 

Note: If you want to approach this assignment from a different angle, please check with me. 

Format: Four complete pages (approx. 1400 words), minimum. A little over four pages is fine.                  

Use MLA style—that means typed, 12-point Times New Roman font, 1” margins, and double 

spaced.  

Rough Draft: A rough draft for peer review is due before the final draft. Bring two typed copies 

of your rough draft. At minimum, drafts need to be three complete pages. Also, students also 

need to be in class for peer review credit. Not meeting these goals reduces an assignment’s 

final draft score by 3.5 points. 

Percentage of Course Grade: 20%    

Due Dates: See our class Reading and Assignment Schedule.  


