
Today’s Agenda

 Mention homework, answer questions, return quiz

 Finish Arnold’s “Dover Beach”

 Leaving Things Unsaid in the Poetry of Browning – “My Last Duchess”

 (By the way, we’ll pick up on this theme again in Christina Rossetti’s poetry)

 Student Presentations:

Maria Solorio: The Gothic novel 

Alyssa Phillips:  Emily Brontë’s biography

 As time allows… 

Discuss Wuthering Heights



Robert Browning’s “My Last Duchess”

In the head notes on Robert Browning, The Norton Anthology 
explains what a dramatic monologue is, and it points out that 
when we read a poem such as “My Last Duchess,” “we may infer 
what sort of woman the duchess really was and what sort of man 
the duke is.” The editors add that “we may also infer what the poet 
thinks.”  
 
What, then, can you infer about all three of these people?  
 

 The Duchess 

 The Duke 

 Robert Browning 
 
Provide quotations from the poem in your response.  
 



Discussion questions for Wuthering Heights (Chapters 1-9, pgs 3-71)

1. Discuss the character of Heathcliff—what is he like? In what ways is 
he an “outsider” (of family, culture, etc.)? Can we view him as an 
abused child? If so, how might that affect our view of him? Be sure to 
include some consideration of pages 29-31 in your response.

2. Discuss the character of Catherine—what is she like? She’s the center 
of the love-hate triangle between Heathcliff, Edgar, and herself. 
What’s her connection like with each of them? Be sure to include 
some consideration of pages 63-64 in your response.

3. How is the story and timeline being presented to us? That is, who are 
the narrators, and what major events have occurred so far in the 
story? The goal is here a brief overall summary.  



Homework

 MID-TERM EXAM (Bring a Greenbook)  

… by the way, it goes up to Browning, not Brontë

 First Set of Reading Responses Due 


