
Today’s Agenda

 Mention homework, essay #1, and upcoming extra credit possibilities

 Keats’s “Ode to a Nightingale”

 Nature, Love, and Betrayal: From Romantic Idealism to Victorian Doubt

--“Nature never did betray / The heart that loved her” (Wordsworth)  

--What kind of love, nature, and faith are being suggested here?

 Student Presentation:

Zach Esselstrom: Alfred Lord Tennyson’s biography 

 Discussion on selections from Tennyson’s In Memoriam (see questions)

 Student Presentation:

Haley Smith:  Matthew Arnold’s biography

 If time, discuss Arnold’s “Dover Beach” (see discussion question)



Nature, Love, and Betrayal:
From Romantic Idealism to Victorian Doubt

“Nature never did betray / The heart that loved her” 

--Wordsworth  

We might consider some of these questions:

 Is the claim true? In what sense? What would be an example? 

 What might be a counter-example? What ideas might challenge the claim? 

These lines from “Tintern Abbey” seem pretty clear, but
what stands out as odd or noteworthy about them?



Discussion questions for selections from Tennyson’s In Memoriam

1. According to The Norton Anthology, what three (or maybe four) 
fields of science challenged traditional religious belief in the 
Victorian era, and why did they raise questions about “humanity’s 
special role in the world”? (See NA, end of 1026-1027).

2. In section 27, what is the speaker saying in each stanza, and how does 
his message seem to contrast with certain Romantic ideas (such as 
Charlotte Smith presents)? 

3. In sections 54-55, why does the speaker seem unsure about nature? 

4. In section 56, how is nature portrayed, and how does it compare with 
Wordsworth’s idea that “Nature never did betray / The heart that 
loved her”?  



Matthew Arnold’s “Dover Beach”

 How would you describe the overall tone, attitude, or 
outlook of the poem, and what parts contribute it?











Homework

 Read Robert Browning (1273-1278): “Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister” (1280-
1282), “My Last Duchess” (1282-1283). 

 Tip: start or continue reading Wuthering Heights (see class schedule)

 Do a reading response on Robert Browning

 Quiz next class: 

John Keats’ biography (NA 901-903)

Alfred Lord Tennyson’s biography (NA 1156-1159)

Matthew Arnold’s biography (NA 1369-1373)

 Student Presentations Next Class:

Saison Chavez: Charles Dickens’ biography 

Emily Berry: Robert Browning’s biography 


