
Today’s Agenda

 Mention homework

 Quiz

 Return to Groups and Class Discussion on WWI Poets 

 And turn to Virginia Woolf

Student Presentation

 Candice Wilkerson: Virginia Woolf ’s biography 



Discussion Questions on Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own

1. What is Virginia Woolf trying to figure out? Where does she look for answers? What are 

some of her initial findings? (NA 2264-66)

2. Since Woolf has trouble getting answers, she imagines a hypothetical situation: what if 

Shakespeare had a sister as gifted as he was? In contrast to her brother’s life, what would 

Judith’s life be like? Why? Provide specific examples as illustration (NA 2267-68).

3. Explain what Woolf means when she says, “I would venture to guess that Anon, who 

wrote so many poems without signing them was often a woman” (2269). What examples 

and explanations does Woolf provide about the difference between men and women when 

it comes to presenting themselves to the public eye? (NA bottom of 2268-top of 2270).

4. According to Woolf, why is it hard to be a writer, and why is it even harder to be a female 

writer? What quotes stand out to capture Woolf’s views about her changing times and 

about the future? What do you think—how much has really changed for women? (NA

middle of 2270-end).



Homework

 Read William Butler Yeats (2083-2085): “The Second Coming” (2099),
“Sailing to Byzantium” (2102-2103); T.S. Eliot (2521-2524): “The Love 
Song . . .” (2524-2527), “The Hollow Men” (2543-2546)

 Read “Poetry” NA 1897-1901 and add to the reading “Modernist 
Manifestos” (NA 2056-2058)

 Do the reading response on Yeats or Eliot

 In one week, there will be a quiz on the biographies of Yeats, Eliot, 
and Larkin as well as on pages 1897-1899 in NA on their poetry.

 Student presentation next class

 Marisa Benham: T.S. Eliot’s biography 


