
Today’s Agenda 

 Collect questionnaires 

 Mention homework for next class. Distribute handouts. 

 Questions about the syllabus or course? 

 Mention course overview & assignments. 

 Go over writing sample and give context for it 

 What’s the poem’s main point & what’s the speaker like? 

 

 Discuss reading questions  

 on Barbauld, Coleridge, and Wollstonecraft 

 

 

 

 



ENLIGHTENMENT (circa 1650-1780) ROMANTICISM (circa 1780-1830) 

 

•More rational 
•Questions society 
•Social / public 
•Urban / cosmopolitan 
•More indoors 
•More witty 
•More polished 
•Satiric 
 
•Like speaking to others at an  
  indoor social occasion 

 

•More emotional 
•Examines the self 
•Personal / intimate 
•Natural / rustic 
•More outdoors 
•More pensive / somber 
•More spontaneous  
•Nostalgic 
 
•Like thinking to yourself out  
  in nature 



 
 

Anna Barbauld’s “The Mouse’s Petition” (40-41) 
1.  What ideals are promoted in the poem, and what is the moral at the end (lines 45-48)? 
2. What parts of the poem suggest that Barbauld was the kind of nonconformist religious 

Dissenter who promoted Christian values but questioned traditional notions of 
Christian faith? 

 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “On the Slave Trade” (108-110) 
1.  To Coleridge, what’s the cause of the slave trade, and what action might stop it? 
2.  What parts stand out in Coleridge’s efforts aimed at making his audience feel guilty? 
3.  If Coleridge were still living, what contemporary issues might he be concerned with 

today? 
 

Mary Wollstonecraft’s biography (208-211) 
1.  What details about Wollstonecraft’s life stood out to you? 
 

Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (211-217) 
1.  How does Wollstonecraft’s claim “elegance is inferior to virtue” encapsulate much of her  
     argument?  Put differently, what are her main targets?—what is she criticizing and what 
     is she promoting?  
2.  If Wollstonecraft were still living, what contemporary issues might she be concerned 
      with today? 

 



 
Homework for next class       (for next Wed since Monday is a holiday)  

 Read Charlotte Smith (53-54): “Written in the Churchyard” (55-56), “On 
Being Cautioned” (56), “The Sea View” (56-57)  

 

 Type a ½-1 page (double-spaced) response to the following prompt:  

 

 In what ways do Charlotte Smith’s sonnets appear to be quintessentially 
Romantic poems? Provide a few specific examples in your response.  

 

 Note: Reading Reponses are due as a set at the midterm 

 

 Quiz next class on this material: 

 “Revolution and Reaction” (pages 5-10) 

 Coleridge’s “On the Slave Trade” (108-110) 

 Charlotte’s Smith’s Biography (53-54) 

 



  
About the Quiz 

 It’s ten questions. Each one asks for a brief response, a 
sentence or less, sometimes a word, a name, or a date. 
Sometimes they are multiple choice or true/false.  

 Quizzes are announced the class before we take them. 
They aren’t listed on the schedule.  

 


