
Today’s Agenda

 Take roll & collect questionnaires 

 Explain homework for next class (also reading responses)

 Answer any questions about the syllabus 

 Mention Beowulf 41-55; Discuss writing sample

 Anglo-Saxon Age (handout & PP)—Maps and History

 If time, attention to some names in Beowulf

 Video clip of Beowulf in Old English; clip of lyre 

 begin going over reading questions?



Homework for next class

 Read Beowulf pp. 55-88 (lines 662-2200). 

 As you read, think about the second set of reading questions on your 

week one information sheet.

 Type a ½-1 page (double-spaced) response to the following prompt: 

“Compare and contrast Beowulf with absolutely any other hero. What are 

some of the heroes’ traits and what might they suggest about the 

conditions and/or values of their societies?” 

 Reading responses should be brought to class each week, but they’ll be 

collected in two batches—at the midterm and the final. Ideally, they will 

help you prepare for these exams. Each reading response receives credit if 

satisfactorily completed or no credit if it’s not, and reading responses are 

factored into one’s participation grade. For more on reading responses, see 

our class website.

 There will be a brief quiz next class (see next slide)



Beowulf (NA 41-55): Brief Synopsis of the plot

 Rise of the Danes, Hrothgar, and the building of Heorot

 Heorot (Hrothgar’s hall) attacked by Grendel

 Beowulf, a Geat, sails over to help (Hrothgar helped his dad)

 Beowulf is welcomed; there is diplomatic exchange

 There is feasting and good hospitality

 However, Unferth challenges Beowulf’s reputation

 Beowulf boasts of his abilities and makes an oath to fulfill 
his purpose.

 Night falls; Grendel will probably come again…



Quiz next class

 This semester, we’ll have about 10 quizzes.  

 Your lowest quiz score is dropped.

 Generally, there are no make-up quizzes, but check with me

if there’s a legitimate reason for missing class (such as a serious 

illness--a reason that can be documented by a professional).  

 A low score isn’t as low as a zero, so try to be here.



What’s on the Quiz

 It’s ten questions. Each one asks for a brief response, a sentence or less, 
sometimes a word, a name, or a date. Sometimes they are multiple choice 
or true/false.

 Quizzes are announced the class before we take them. They aren’t listed 
on the schedule.

 Quizzes are on what we’ve been reading and discussing; feel free to ask 
questions if you want more specificity.

Our upcoming quiz will cover 

 material in  today’s class PowerPoints;

 Reading/Discussion Set 1, Question #2 (back of tan-colored handout)

 some italicized words (not the titles) in the NA pgs 6-10 & 36-39

 some pretty basic awareness of who characters in Beowulf are and what 
they do.


