
Today’s Agenda

 Extra credit possibilities (handout) & Explain homework 

 Distribute sign-up sheet for student presentations

 Show Beowulf synopsis.

 Video Clips: Joseph Campbell-- “The Hero’s Journey.”
The Hero with a Thousand Faces in on Reserve at Library

 Give attention to key sections of the text of Beowulf.

 Next class we’ll give brief attention to “The Wanderer” (1117) & “The 
Wife’s Lament” (120).  Also, we’ll begin Anglo-Norman literature, 
noting its difference from Anglo-Saxon literature.



Homework for next class

 Do the second Reading Response.

 It’s on Beowulf and Joseph Campbell.

 Read “The Middle Ages” 10-24; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 183-209.

 Read the Prompt for Essay #1 

 Ask any questions next class

 Think about the Gawain reading questions posted online 

 They’re under “course documents” on the “The Middle English Period” 
page.  



Beowulf (NA 88-end): Brief Synopsis

 Beowulf ruled for 50 years.

 We’re told the story of the lonely warrior from long ago with all the 
treasure and no companions (NA 89-91). 

 It exemplifies the ubi sunt theme.

 A dragon found this man’s treasure hoard and guarded it for 300 years.

 An intruder (a Geat) stole from the dragon’s hoard, angering the 
dragon.



Beowulf (NA 88-end): Brief Synopsis

 The dragon seeks revenge on the nearby village of the Geats, burning 
down their homes, including Beowulf’s throne-room.

 Beowulf seeks revenge but is “too proud/to line up with a large army” 
(NA 91, l. 2345). 

 The thief (the 13th of the troop) guides Beowulf’s small troop to the 
dragon.

 Beowulf reflects on a tragedy that befell King Hrethel before him, but 
he pushes ahead boasting that he shall defeat the dragon, as he did 
Grendel: alone.



Beowulf (NA 88-end): Brief Synopsis

 Wiglaf, seeing B. in trouble, recalls his debt to him, and helps 
him defeat the dragon.

 Beowulf is fatally wounded. He looks on the treasure, tells 
Wiglaf to have his people construct a memorial (“Beowulf’s 
Barrow”), and gives Wiglaf his gold collar as a gift.

 There’s a great funeral pyre for Beowulf, and they bury the 
treasure in “Beowulf’s Barrow.” 

 There are other tribes nearby called the Franks and the Swedes. 
The tale ends with the sense that, with strong king Beowulf 
now gone, danger looms for the Geats.



Read the pages listed for your group and address these questions:
1.  What’s it basically saying? (paraphrase it).  
2.  What specific parts (words, lines) signal its main point? 
3.  What about it seems especially noteworthy to you?

Group 1.   On Women & Hospitality: NA 54, 67-68, 82-83.

(Wealhtheow and Great Queen Modthryth)

Group 2.   On Peace-Weaving: NA 84-86.

Group 3.   On the Significance of Treasure: NA 67-68.

On Ubi Sunt and Treasure: NA 89-90.

Group 4.   On Loyalty and Treasure: NA 97-98.

On Legacy and Treasure: NA 107-108.



Campbell, Joseph. The Hero with a Thousand Faces. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1949. 29. Print.

It is the business of mythology proper, and of the fairy tale, to 
reveal the specific dangers and techniques of the dark interior   . 
. . . Hence the incidents are fantastic and “unreal”: they represent 
psychological, not physical, triumphs. Even when the legend is 
of an actual personage, the deeds of victory are rendered, not in 
lifelike, but in dreamlike figurations; for the point is not that 
such-and-such was done on earth; the point is that, before such 
and such could be done on earth, this other, more important, 
primary thing had to be brought to pass within the labyrinth 
that we all know and visit in our dreams. The passage of the 
mythological hero may be over-ground, incidentally; 
fundamentally it is inward—into depths where obscure 
resistances are overcome, and long lost, forgotten powers are 
revivified, to be made available for the transfiguration of the 
world. 


