
Today’s Agenda

 Mention Homework and Extra Credit Possibilities 

 (Pass around MT Key and list of Shakespearean words and phrases)

 Overview of Shakespeare’s Sonnets (see  p. 1170)

 Read Sonnet 130. Why is it an “anti-Petrarchan sonnet”?

 Recap activity on Sonnet 30

 Go over Essay #2 Instructions

Class Presentations

 Tessa Mitchell: Shakespeare in popular culture (e.g. films, etc.)

 Nathan Wilke: Brief summary and points of interest—King Lear (1.1-2.4)

 As time allows, view and discuss King Lear (Act 1, Scene 1)



Homework

Read Shakespeare’s King Lear pp. 1285-1309  (2.3 – 4.1)

Note: there are questions to think about online.

There’s a quiz on Shakespeare next class:

 3 questions are from pg. 1170 on his sonnets

 1 question is from the head notes to King Lear (pgs 1251-1254)

 3 questions will be basic KL plot questions (1.1 to, but not including, 4.1)

 3 questions will be basic KL character identification questions

Presentations next class:

 Cynthia Siegle: Brief summary and points of interest—King Lear (2.4-3.7)

 Raquel Muñoz:  The theater in the Age of Shakespeare 



Some key ideas in King Lear

In the next few classes, we’ll be looking at three key points in King Lear:

1. Real affection vs. fake affection (political posturing)

2. “Madness”

3. Order vs. Disorder (this concerns matters such as rank, age, custom, etc.)

What are some customs that help maintain order and civility? Are they fair? Are they necessary? 

What can happen when we don’t follow the rules of rank and custom? 



Discussion Questions:  King Lear (Act 1, Scene 1)

1. What’s the gist of the opening lines of the play, and what might they 
suggest about power? (I. i. 1-6)

2. What do we learn about Edmund in the opening exchange between 
Gloucester and Kent, and what might it suggest about power? (I. i. 7-34)

3. In your own words, explain Lear’s plan for his kingdom, what he asks of 
his daughters, and how each of the three respond. (I. i. 35-108) 

(By the way,  do you notice any parallels here with these):
• Kingdoms in Beowulf?

• Expressions of love in Renaissance sonnets?

4. In your own words, explain Lear’s plan for Cordelia and explain what we 
learn from the discussion with France and Burgundy. (I. i. 190-284)


