
Today’s Agenda:

 Mention homework; mention extra credit possibilities

 Recap:  Mock epic, scatalogical humor, satire—Dryden

Presentations:

 Candice Wilkerson: Swift’s biography

Group Discussion (with discussion questions)

 Jonathan Swift’s

 “A Modest Proposal” (pp. 2633-2639), 

 “The Lady’s Dressing Room” (pp. 2767-2270); 

 Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s

 “The Reasons That Induced Dr. Swift . . .” (pp. 2770-2772)



Homework:

 Read Alexander Pope (pp. 2665-2669): “The Rape of the Lock” (pp. 2685-
2704), “Epistle 2. To a Lady” (pp. 2772-2779); Anne Ingram, Viscountess Irwin 
(pp. 2780): “An Epistle to Mr. Pope” (pp. 2780-2783) 

 Do the reading response on Alexander Pope.

 By the way, the next quiz will be on Swift and Pope, and it will be in one 
week, not next class. More details next class.

Presentation Next Class:

 Ricky Peloso: Irwin’s biography & highlights from her “An Epistle to Mr. Pope”



Homework:

“A Modest Proposal” 
1.  What’s Swift’s proposal? 
2.  As absurd as the proposal is, what are some of the alleged “benefits” of the proposal? 
3. What examples especially stand out and catch your attention? 
4. Who/what is Swift’s real target? 
 
“The Lady’s Dressing Room” 
1.  What is the overall message of the poem? 
2.  What examples support the message—that is, what are some examples of things Strephon discovers? 
3.  What is the poem’s climax, and how is it an example of mixing high and low (as in a mock epic)? 
4.  What is Strephon’s punishment? 
 
“The Reasons That Induced Dr. Swift…” 
1.  Set the scene: what details indicate the kind of transaction in which Swift is allegedly involved?  
2.  Which details convey what allegedly happens? Where does Swift put the blame? 
3.  Aside from poem’s “climax,” what are some other insults directed at Swift along the way? 
4.  How does the poem end? 


