
Today’s Agenda:

 Explain homework.       Create groups.      Reminder: Upload work to Turnitin.com

 Last class: early-mid 17th C poetry & politics (PowerPoints online); 
Herrick as an example of a Royalist; Royalists as Cavalier Poets (see 
PowerPoint); “Seize the day” as a Cavalier theme

 Quiz #8

 Brief attention to Milton, particularly conventions of the epic genre

 See page 1944

Presentations:

 Victoria Hernandez:  Dryden’s biography 

 Celina Martinez:  Satire, a brief history of the genre, past and present 

 Go over key points related to Dryden’s era

 Highlight main points of Dryden’s “Mac Flecknoe”



Homework:

 Read Jonathan Swift (pp. 2464): “A Modest Proposal” (pp. 2633-2639), “The 
Lady’s Dressing Room” (pp. 2767-2270); “Debating Women: Arguments in 
Verse” (pp. 2766-2767); Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (pp. 2770): “The Reasons 
That Induced Dr. Swift . . .” (pp. 2770-2772)

 Be prepared to discuss your ideas on the text your group was assigned;    
see the discussion questions on the next slide

Presentation Next Class:

 Candice Wilkerson:  Swift’s biography 



Homework:

“A Modest Proposal” 
1.  What’s Swift’s proposal? 
2.  As absurd as the proposal is, what are some of the alleged “benefits” of the proposal? 
3. What examples especially stand out and catch your attention? 
4. Who/what is Swift’s real target? 
 
“The Lady’s Dressing Room” 
1.  What is the overall message of the poem? 
2.  What examples support the message—that is, what are some examples of things Strephon discovers? 
3.  What is the poem’s climax, and how is it an example of mixing high and low (as in a mock epic)? 
4.  What is Strephon’s punishment? 
 
“The Reasons That Induced Dr. Swift…” 
1.  Set the scene: what details indicate the kind of transaction in which Swift is allegedly involved?  
2.  Which details convey what allegedly happens? Where does Swift put the blame? 
3.  Aside from poem’s “climax,” what are some other insults directed at Swift along the way? 
4.  How does the poem end? 


