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Items especially            

worth attention: 

Essay 3 Objectives/Desired Outcomes 

 

 Does it set up and make a clear argument?  

 Is there a specific, easy-to-find thesis statement (an arguable claim) 

in the introduction about why an appreciation for rhetoric is 

important? Does the introduction offer an effective overview for the 

essay by setting up the basics: the author(s), text(s), and topic(s)?  

 

Does it make an engaging argument?  

 Does the opening create interest in the topic? Does the conclusion 

offer more to consider and make readers feel the topic matters? Does 

the essay have an effective title (specific, memorable, and on topic)? 

 

Does it support its argument with well-developed paragraphs?  

 Does it focus on analyzing rhetoric (rather than on summarizing)? 

Does it give detailed attention to ethos, pathos, logos & values? 

Does it include sufficient quotes, examples, and explanations?  

 

Are quotations effective and accurate? 

 Are quotations smooth, and do quotes and citations follow MLA 

conventions? Are quotes set up and followed up well? Are 

“dropped” quotes avoided? Is there an accurate works cited page? 

 

Is it well organized?  

 Do easy-to-find topic sentences effectively signal the main point of 

each paragraph? Are all paragraphs focused and unified? Does it 

avoid unnecessary repetition? Are there smooth transitions within 

and between all paragraphs?  

 

Does it look and sound credible? 

 Is the handling of the argument convincing? Does it avoid obvious 

pitfalls of logic such as exaggeration/overstatement (often triggered 

by all-inclusive or all-exclusive language such as “always, never, 

everyone, only,” etc.)?  

 Does it maintain a professional-sounding, respectful tone? 

 Is it carefully proofread for spelling, punctuation, grammar, and 

effective word choice? (* Despite strengths in other areas, difficulty 

with language may prevent an essay from earning a passing mark.*) 

 

ESSAY GRADE: END COMMENTS: 

 


