
Some Notes on Organization for Essay #3 

Goals: There are goals to keep in mind when organizing Essay #3. 

1. The essay is a minimum of seven complete pages. 

2. It is an argumentative essay that examines pros and cons. 

3. Each body paragraph should be focused, unified, and developed: 

a. Focused means the focus is specific, not broad. 

b. Unified means there is one overall idea per paragraph, not many. 

c. Developed means the paragraph has good support, so paragraphs generally shouldn’t 

be short (say, less than ½ pg), but they also shouldn’t be so long (say, more than 1 pg, 

or maybe more than 1 ¼ pg) that they start to lose focus. Look for ways to add to 

brief paragraphs and for ways to break up long ones. 

 

 

Problems can arise from not understanding the goals: 

Recently, a student submitted a seven-page research paper that was five paragraphs. He didn’t 

know he was allowed to write a paper that had more than five paragraphs. He felt like he had to 

follow the five-paragraph formula. That idea worked for earlier essays that were 3-4 pages, but it 

doesn’t work well for a seven-page essay (the essay did not pass).  

 

Some strategies may need to change for this essay because the expectations are different.  

 Tip: give special attention to topic sentences.  

 

 “Driverless cars have many benefits” can work as topic sentence for a short essay, but for 

this essay that topic sentence would not be focused enough; it would be too broad. 

 For example, the student (mentioned above) had a three-page paragraph on the benefits of 

driverless cars. That’s because the topic sentence wasn’t focused (it wasn’t specific 

enough). 

Here some ideas that might help organize pros and cons into more specific categories: 

 Economic / Financial  Social / Relationships / Family 

 Ethical / Moral  Educational 

 Safety  Convenience / Time / Leisure 

 Health  Entertainment 

 Privacy  Environmental 

 These are just some key ideas; there are many other possibilities you can present  

 

 



We can envision individual paragraphs, but what about structuring the whole essay? 

 There are lots of ways to structure the whole essay. One formula can’t be offered that works 

for everyone. However, there are key goals to keep in mind that can guide us: 

 

o Both pros and cons deserve attention. 

o When acknowledging the other side, you can refute it or make concessions. 

o Ultimately, your side should sound stronger. 

o The essay needs smooth transitions. 

 

Below is an example of organization that will be explained in class: 

 Benefits  Drawbacks 

 A    (concede)  X 

 B    (concede)  Y  (refute) 

 C    C2   (refute)  Z 

 

The example above will be used to explain that students need not refute every point the other 

side makes. Rebuttals are great (and you want to make them), but it helps to know that as long as 

your argument, overall, sounds more persuasive than the other side’s argument, you’re in good 

shape even if you don’t refute the other side at every turn.  

Also, it helps to know that the essay need not follow a precise point-by-point pattern (for 

example, 1A. economic benefits of driverless cars, 1B. economic drawbacks; 2A. safety benefits; 

2B. safety drawbacks; 3A. benefits of convenience; 3B. drawbacks of convenience). That neat 

pattern might be great, but it helps to know you’re not forced into any kind of pattern; you just 

want to achieve the goals listed above, and there are various ways to accomplish that. 

Structural patterns worth noting: 

 The boxed table (above) uses a typical pattern for this kind of essay: B B B D D D 

o That means it starts with Benefit paragraphs and ends with Drawback paragraphs 

 Another typical pattern would be this back-and-forth one: B D B D B D 

 It helps to know that even this pattern could be great: B D B D D D D 

o Notice that there doesn’t need to be an even amount for both sides. 

o Tip: it almost always helps to end with your side (this helps with a key goal). 

o Tip: creating good transitions really helps to organize your argument.  

 Without good transitions, even the most logical pattern suffers. 

 With good transitions, any paragraph pattern could probably work.  


