
                                                          

Bush’s Speech to the US Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Maryland, Nov. 30, 2005 

Overview:  Bush addresses military students and provides 
them with a rationale for the war in Iraq.  
 

Why War?:  Bush claims that the military is going to war to 
provide the security that is necessary for democracy. 
 

Evidence:  Bush provides evidence that the US has 
accomplished things in Iraq (training, support, etc.) with the 
aim of strengthening security and democracy in Iraq. 
 

 What is left out?  If everything in the speech is true, is it 
still possible to question the rationale for war in Iraq?  
Why or why not?  



                                                          

   What parts of this passage are noteworthy to you? Why? 

This is an enemy without conscience -- and they cannot be 
appeased. If we were not fighting and destroying this enemy in 
Iraq, they would not be idle. They would be plotting and 
killing Americans across the world and within our own 
borders. By fighting these terrorists in Iraq, Americans in 
uniform are defeating a direct threat to the American people. 
Against this adversary, there is only one effective response: We 
will never back down. We will never give in. And we will never 
accept anything less than complete victory. (Applause.)   

(CR 22)   

 

 



                                                          

   What parts of this passage are noteworthy to you? Why? 

Setting an artificial deadline to withdraw would send a 
message across the world that America is a weak and an 
unreliable ally. Setting an artificial deadline to withdraw would 
send a signal to our enemies -- that if they wait long enough, 
America will cut and run and abandon its friends. And setting 
an artificial deadline to withdraw would vindicate the 
terrorists' tactics of beheadings and suicide bombings and 
mass murder -- and invite new attacks on America. To all who 
wear the uniform, I make you this pledge: America will not run 
in the face of car bombers and assassins so long as I am your 
Commander-in-Chief. (Applause.)   

(CR 25) 



                                                          

   What parts of this passage are noteworthy to you? Why? 

In the short run, we're going to bring justice to our enemies. In 
the long run, the best way to ensure the security of our own 
citizens is to spread the hope of freedom across the broader 
Middle East. We've seen freedom conquer evil and secure the 
peace before. In World War II, free nations came together to 
fight the ideology of fascism, and freedom prevailed -- and 
today Germany and Japan are democracies and they are allies 
in securing the peace. In the Cold War, freedom defeated the 
ideology of communism and led to a democratic movement 
that freed the nations of Eastern and Central Europe from 
Soviet domination -- and today these nations are allies in the 
war on terror. 

(CR 26). 



                                                          

This end section is probably the most moving  
and powerful part of the speech. Why? 

One of those fallen heroes is a Marine Corporal named Jeff Starr, who 
was killed fighting the terrorists in Ramadi earlier this year. After he 
died, a letter was found on his laptop computer. Here's what he wrote, 
he said, "[I]f you're reading this, then I've died in Iraq. I don't regret 
going. Everybody dies, but few get to do it for something as important 
as freedom. It may seem confusing why we are in Iraq, it's not to me. 
I'm here helping these people, so they can live the way we live. Not [to] 
have to worry about tyrants or vicious dictators_. Others have died for 
my freedom, now this is my mark. (CR 26) 
 

There is only one way to honor the sacrifice of Corporal Starr and his 
fallen comrades -- and that is to take up their mantle, carry on their 
fight, and complete their mission. (Applause.) (CR 27) 
 

 Is there only one way to honor military sacrifice? 


