
ENGL 103:  Thinking about Argumentation and the film Why We Fight  
 

Bias in Why We Fight 

 Why We Fight (2005) is a documentary that explores possible reasons (causes and factors) behind warfare. 
 The film does not give equal attention to all the reasons one might imagine for going to war.  
 It’s rare to find arguments that give equal voice to all possible perspectives. Generally, arguments focus on 

what they want to emphasize. This hints at the bias behind arguments.  
 Bias is a partial perspective at the expense of others.    

How common is it to be biased?  
 

Causes in Why We Fight 
 Complex problems have complex causes.  
 Arguments generally look at problems, and problems have causes and contributing factors.   
 To isolate one cause is to risk a logical fallacy called “false cause” or, better put, “questionable cause” (a 

failure to acknowledge complex causes).    
 

Arguments often, if not always, are concerned with causes        

 Examples:    

 What’s causing our ongoing recession? 
 What’s causing their relationship to fail 
 What’s causing our ongoing wars?  

What are some possible causes? Which are deeper causes? 
 
 

Basic Forms of Arguments: 
        Argument – an overall stance based on  

Specific Claims backed by  
Specific Evidence  
 

  What are examples of various kinds of evidence? 
 

 When addressing a problem, arguments make claims, and claims should be backed up by evidence. 

 However, arguments are persuasive for other reasons as well (more on this later in the semester). 
 

Questions to Consider for Why We Fight 
 

1. According to Why We Fight, why do we go to war? 
a. In other words, what specific claims does the film make about the reasons (causes and/or factors) 

behind war? Simply put, according to the film, what are some reasons we go to war? 
2. What are some examples of evidence the film provides for its main claims? 
3. How would you describe the bias in the film?  
4. Does bias in an argument mean the argument is invalid? 
5. What remarks about the film do you want to share? Interesting parts? Surprises? Disagreements? 

 

 


