
Beowulf (NA 41-55): Brief Synopsis of the Plot 

 Rise of the Danes, Hrothgar, and the building of Heorot  

 Heorot (Hrothgar’s hall) attacked by Grendel  

 Beowulf, a Geat, sails over to help (Hrothgar helped his dad) 

 Beowulf is welcomed; there is diplomatic exchange 

 There is feasting and good hospitality 

 However, Unferth challenges Beowulf’s reputation 

 Beowulf boasts of his abilities and makes an oath to fulfill his purpose. 

 Night falls; Grendel will probably come again… 

Beowulf (NA 55-88): Brief Synopsis 

 Beowulf fights Grendel and fatally wounds him. 

 Celebration at Heorot, gifts, wergild, songs of Sigemund’s glory and of the tragic Finnsburg 

episode (which shows peace-weaving efforts gone awry). 

 Gifts and hospitality are especially interesting at NA 67-68. 

 Grendel’s mother comes to Heorot for revenge. 

 Beowulf goes after her & kills her, with her weapon, in her underwater lair. 

 Another celebration at Heorot, with gifts and words of wisdom (on leadership and peace [77-82] 

that are contrasted with Queen M [82-83]). 

 Beowulf returns home to the land of the Geats & King Hygelac. 

 Beowulf comments on the fragility of peace-weaving (84-86). 

 Beowulf recounts his stay among the Danes and presents their gifts to the king. 

 The king, then, rewards Beowulf with a great gift and land. 

Beowulf (NA 88-end): Brief Synopsis 

 Beowulf ruled for 50 years. 

 We’re told the story of the lonely warrior from long ago with all the treasure and no 

companions (NA 89-91).  

 It exemplifies the ubi sunt theme. 

 A dragon found this man’s treasure hoard and guarded it for 300 years. 

 An intruder (a Geat) stole from the dragon’s hoard, angering the dragon. 

 The dragon seeks revenge on the nearby village of the Geats, burning down their homes, 

including Beowulf’s throne-room. 

 Beowulf seeks revenge but is “too proud / to line up with a large army” (NA 91, l. 2345).  

 The thief (the 13th of the troop) guides Beowulf’s small troop to the dragon. 

 Beowulf reflects on a tragedy that befell King Hrethel before him, but he pushes ahead boasting 

that he shall defeat the dragon, as he did Grendel: alone. 

 Wiglaf, seeing B. in trouble, recalls his debt to him, and helps him defeat the dragon. 

 Beowulf is fatally wounded. He looks on the treasure, tells Wiglaf to have his people construct a 

memorial (“Beowulf’s Barrow”), and he gives Wiglaf his gold collar as a gift. 

 There’s a great funeral pyre for Beowulf, and they bury the treasure in “Beowulf’s Barrow.”  

 There are other tribes nearby called the Franks and the Swedes. The tale ends with the sense 

that, with strong king Beowulf now gone, danger looms for the Geats. 

  


