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Lucy’s Summary...
Alma recalls the meals she used to make in Patzcuaro. 
Unfortunately, she is no longer able to make these meals 
because the imported ingredients are too expensive. While 
grocery shopping at the Dollar Tree, she runs into a Mexican 
woman who suggests Oatmeal because it’s cheap and long 
lasting. Later that night she makes it for dinner but 
Maribel and Arturo seem hesitant to eat it. She tells them 
in english that it’s oatmeal and for the first time in a 
long time the whole family breaks out in laughter. 



Quotes Favored-Lucy
Quote Number one: Pg. 93 For a while I made meals we used 
to eat in Patzcuaro… but eating foods from home in a place 
that wasn’t home only made things worse. Besides, the 
imported chiles and guajillo were expensive, and already 
we were living on so little.  

Quote Number two: Pg. One morning, I saw a Mexican woman 
there taking three dumlike containers off a shelf. “What 
is that?” I asked her… “Oatmeal.” … “This is the American 
version,” the woman said. “It’s not the same. But it’s 
cheap. One can will feed you for a week. And it’s hot. 
Good for winter. 



A Bowl of oatmeal 
This bowl of oatmeal 
represents the first 
laughter that Alma and 
Arturo shared with Maribel 
in a long time.

Pg. 96 It was the first time 
in over a year that we had 
heard it. Just like her old 
laugh. Just like our old 
Maribel. 



Mariah’s Summary...



Summary Continued...



Quotes Favored-Mariah
➢ Page 99: “Her whole life, I had watched her 

climb trees and scale stone walls in the 
courtyards in town with ease.”

➢ Page 104: “It wasn’t an earthquake or gust of 
wind that knocked her down. It was me.”

➢ Page 106: “Besides,” they all said, “the brain 
is a remarkable organ. With the right attention 
and exercise, it can heal.”



Tara’s summary of the book ...
Mayor got the chance to get know Maribel more and more. They 
spent time at each other apartments and nowhere else. As 
Mayor hung out with Maribel, he began to have different 
emotions towards her than just being protective for her 
wellbeing. Later one afternoon, Mayor came home after 
talking with Maribel, he noticed that his Dad, Rafael was 
home instead of being at work. It caused a Mayor to create 
another cover up story that he was still playing soccer when 
he wasn’t anymore.



Social Locations
These are the two places 
that Mayor would have liked 
to take Maribel and feel 
like a normal teenager again



Quotes Favored-Tara
Quote#1-Pg.109: “My dad’s narrow-mindedness only made me 
feel more connected to Maribel, though. Like maybe I was 
the only who understood her, the only one who was willing 
to give her a chance.”

Quote#2-Pg.112: “And you hit your head? She lifted a flap 
of hair and showed me a scar, pink and wavy like a gummy 
worm, behind her ear.” 



Conclusion  
Thank you!


